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HALSGROVE TRADE PACK

THE RIVER DART             REPRINT
AN ILLUSTRATED EXPLORATION OF THE DART ESTUARY 

John Risdon

The Dart estuary provides the final eleven miles of one of Britain’s best known rivers. Taking its name from
the moorland from which it rises, the river is a highway of water along which history has passed. All who

know the area will appreciate its scenic qualities and the object of this book is to provide the reader with an
opportunity to get to know and enjoy its fascinating history and superb landscape, set within some of the most
breathtaking scenery in Britain.

Each of thirteen chapters takes the reader on a guided walk through town and village, and in and around the
hidden byways that follow the course of the River Dart. The author, who has lived and worked in the region
for most of his life, provides a personal commentary to the places and features that are passed along the way,
while a selection of colour photographs bring alive the area’s natural beauty, setting it in an historical context
and enticing the reader to explore further.

All those who live in the area, or those who intend to visit, will simply love this book.

The successful Halsgrove Discover Series aims to provide the leisure walker with an added sense of
adventure and discovery. This book takes the reader upon a fascinating journey deep into the Devon
countryside to seek out some of its most interesting secrets.

John Risdon is Devon born and bred and shares his lineage with one of the county’s
greatest historical recorders. Trained as a teacher and geographer he brings these
skills into his writing in The River Dart, and his deep passion for the rich heritage and
history of this county is evident on every page. Combined with his interest in photog-
raphy he attempts to bring any location alive to his readers – be it a castle or a village.

A father of two children, now grown, John lives with his wife Jenny in a village close to
the Dart estuary, combining his professional interest in the region with a love of
messing about in boats.
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HALSGROVE TRADE PACK FEATURE CHAPTERS AND GALLERY – THE RIVER DART
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Example of a double page spread.

Sandquay, once the site of considerable shipbuilding, including
Philip & Son’s Yard, now the location of the Dart Marina
Hotel with its adjacent marina.

Feature Chapters:

Chapter 1 HHaarrbboouurr MMoouutthh –– TThhee WWeesstteerrnn SShhoorree

Chapter 2 HHaarrbboouurr MMoouutthh –– TThhee EEaasstteerrnn SShhoorree

Chapter 3 KKiinnggsswweeaarr VViillllaaggee

Chapter 4 CClliiffttoonn –– DDaarrttmmoouutthh –– HHaarrddnneessss

Chapter 5 WWaatteerrffrroonnttss aanndd FFeerrrriieess

Chapter 6 DDaarrtt VVaalllleeyy TTrraaiill

Chapter 7 GGrreeeennwwaayy –– HHiissttoorriicc SSeeccrreett GGaarrddeenn ooff tthhee DDaarrtt

Chapter 8 GGaallmmppttoonn CCrreeeekk –– SSiittee ooff IInndduussttrriiaall HHeerriittaaggee

Chapter 9 DDiittttiisshhaamm RReevviissiitteedd

Chapter 10 SSttookkee GGaabbrriieell –– SSaallmmoonn VViillllaaggee ooff tthhee RRiivveerr

Chapter 11 TThhee SSeeccrreettss ooff BBooww CCrreeeekk aanndd BBeeyyoonndd

Chapter 12 HHoommee RReeaacchh –– TToottnneess ttoo AAsshhpprriinnggttoonn,,

aanndd SShhaarrpphhaamm

Chapter 13 TThhee TToowwnn ooff TToottnneess

A vessel of the River Link fleet off Greenway, returning to
Dartmouth.

Britannia Royal Naval College, opened September 1905.


